§1.1 INTRODUCTION 5

0 INTRODUCTION

[This introduction is not part of the Standard.] 0.1 To favor the interoperability between implementations of Eifel, it is necessary, along with a precise definition of the language, to have a well-defined set of libraries covering needs that are likely to arise in most applications. This library is known in Eiffel as the Kernel Library. 0.2 The present document defines a standard for the Kernel Library. If an Eiffel implementation satisfies this Standard — under the precise definition of Kernel Compatibility given in section 2.2 — it will be able to handle properly any Eif fel system whose use of the Kernel Library only assumes the library properties defined in this Standard. 0.3 The Eiffel Library standardization process, as described in Appendix A of the present document, is based on a dynamic view which, in the spirit of Eiffel’s own “feature obsolescence” mechanism, recognizes the need to support evolution while preserving the technology investment of Eiffel users. One of the consequences of this dynamic view is to define vintages corresponding to successive improvements of the Standard. The present document describes Vintage 95, valid for the calendar year 1995.

1 CONTENTS OF THIS ST ANDARD

1.1 Definition: this Standard

The Eiffel Kernel Library Standard, denoted in the present document by the phrase “this Standard”, is made up of the contents of sections 1 to 5 of the present document, with the exception of elements appearing between square brackets [...] which are comments.

[As a result of the preceding definition the following elements are not part of this Standard: section 0, the table of contents, Appendix A in section 6 (the Kernel Library Standardization process), Appendix B in section 7 (list of differences), the Index in section 8, and elements playing a pure typesetting role such as page headers.]